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which, however faulty as regards our own position
in Southern Persia, has now preserved the in-
dependence of that ancient monarchy, and has
relieved us from serious responsibility elsewhere.

The good faith of Russia has been triumphantly
proved throughout the recent Revolution in Persia,
and at the same time the wisdom of the statesmen
concerned in negotiating this invaluable instrument.
But an additional reason for congratulation may be
found in the fact that the present internal condition
of India suggests the desirability of limiting as far
as possible our expenditure beyond, and being
fully prepared to deal promptly and firmly with
trouble within, its limits.

Few acquainted with the circumstances can
doubt that Lord Curzon acted wisely in insisting
on the creation of the North-West Frontier Province,
and he proved also a vigilant and jealous guardian
of British interests in the Arabian Sea, where France,
with whom we have now happily no difficulties,
contemplated a coaling station at Muscat, in the
Persian Gulf, where the Porte endeavoured to
extend Turkish influence over the Hadramut, and
at Koweit, which little territory will become of
great importance when the Baghdad Railway at
length reaches the Gulf.

The financial condition of India during Lord
Curzon's term of office was highly satisfactory,
and admitted of reductions in, and remissions of,